
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITH 
AQUACULTURE
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1. A comprehensive programme for monitoring 

sea lice burdens on wild Atlantic salmon and sea 

trout
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1. A comprehensive programme for monitoring sea lice burdens on 

wild Atlantic salmon and sea trout

2. Effective regulation
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European sea lice regulation                                                                                                                            
 Annual 

farmed 

salmon 

production 

Sea lice per farm chemical 

treatment trigger levels 

(adult female lice per fish) 
Spring     Ex spring 

Chemical 

treatment –

mandatory or 

advisory 

Sanctions 

available when 

treatments fail 

Incidence of 

sanctions being 

applied 

Independent or 

self-monitoring 

of farm sea lice 

numbers 

Norway 1,300,000 

tonnes 

0.2*               0.5 Mandatory Forced 

harvesting 

10 sites in 2015 Self-monitoring 

Scotland 180,000 

tonnes 

3.0               3.0 Advisory*** Exceeding 8 

lice “will result 

in enforcement 

action…” **** 

None Self-monitoring 

Faroes 66,000 

tonnes 

2.0**            2.0** Mandatory Forced 

slaughter 

5 cases in 2015 Independent 

Ireland 13,000 

tonnes 

0.3-0.5       2.0 Spring 

mandatory. Ex 

spring ambiguous 

***** 

Early 

harvesting 

Once (2010) in 

last 30 years 

Independent 

 



3. Farm sea lice counts to be 

published on a farm by farm basis

1. A comprehensive programme for monitoring sea lice burdens on 

wild Atlantic salmon and sea trout

2. Effective regulation
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Transparency of publication of farm sea 

lice numbers

Norway By farm (x 14 per annum)

Scotland Aggregated by region, monthly 

(quarterly in arrears)

Faroes By farm – (x 16 per annum

Ireland By farm (x 14 per annum)



Independent Aquaculture Consenting Review 
2016 

• Wild salmonid interactions number 1 
issue

• Local authorities frustrated with MS 
guidance on wild salmonids

• Highlights failings of current licensing 
system

• Suggests 5 options for change

11



Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
Accreditation

Pros

• Linking area based management 
to wild salmonids

• Commitment to monitor sea lice 
on wild salmonids

• Publication of farm sea lice data

• Lower lice levels than industry 
standard during sensitive 
periods for wild salmonids (0.1 
lice/fish)

Cons

• No sea lice standards outside of 
wild salmonid ‘sensitive periods’

• No enforced management 
actions if lice levels not met

• ‘Allowance’ for escapes high

• Voluntary scheme, so regulation 
still required
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