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COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday 15th June 2016, 10:30
Lunch: 13:00

Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory, Pitlochry

Draft Minutes
Attendees
James Hunt (JH)*

Tweed Foundation (Chair)
Alistair Duguid (AD)*

SEPA
John Armstrong (JA)*

Marine Scotland Science

Kerrie Campbell (KC)*

Marine Scotland

Sean Dugan (SD)

SFCC
Jo Girvan (JG)*

River Forth Fisheries Trust

Marshall Halliday

Esk Rivers & Fisheries Trust

Brian Shaw

The Spey Foundation

Stuart Brabbs

Ayrshire Rivers Trust

Aisling …….

Scottish Government Work Experience
*   Denotes committee members

Apologies:  Jackie Graham*, Pamela Esson*, Simon McKelvey*, Alistair Stephen, Shona Marshall. 

1. Welcome

JH welcomed attendees and thanked biologists for combining attendance with the MSLFBLG. Attendance to future meetings by video conference was encouraged.

2. Minutes of March 2016 meeting.

KC informed committee of attempts to source funding for a new catch database with the aim of achieving cost and efficiency savings, and improving ease of access to data. It is the intention that this database will open up access to data for marine Scotland and FMO’s. 
ACTION:

KC to meet with SD to discuss central storage of data. 

Convene liaison group meeting on the same day as SFCC in future. (SD)
Publicise Wild Fisheries Information Feed to MSS, SEPA and TRUST network with an introductory email and addition of push email. (SD)
Hold short online GIS training courses in November. (SD)
3. Chairman’s Report.
Copied from notes - “After a significant amount of time input into the biologists meeting in February, main activities since March include line management of Sean and small administrative duties such as assisting with member subscriptions and the One Scotland Mapping Agreement. Key developments of the last three months have been:
1) The start of Marine Scotland working groups and SFCC assisting the process as the secretariat. 
2) Training programme (scale reading and electrofishing refresher).
3) Progression of One Scotland Mapping Agreement.

Sean has also been very active in developing a tool for updating the Salmon distribution map and has been influential in the process that has been chosen. JH reiterated key objectives as set out at the beginning of the year: 1) Data collection, storage and access, 2) Communication, 3) Access to literature, 4) training programme, 5) SFCC service to members.”
4. Manager’s report.
SD outlined progress in the following work areas supported by a powerpoint presentation.

1. Marine Scotland Secretariat role
2. Salmon Distribution Map Update Tool
3. Smolt database trial success
4. Access to mapping data
5. Provision of mapping data
6. Communication & SFCC website updates
7. Training programme
BS highlighted the importance of the secretariat role not impinging on SFCC productivity. 
ACTION: SD to record allocation to the secretariat role and report to the chairman 

The group encouraged all interested parties to contribute to the salmon distribution map and to utilise the wild fisheries information feed.

SD suggested his focus for July,  August and September 2016 as:

1. Marine Scotland Local Biologist’s Liaison Group
2. Conservations Regulations data sub-groups
3. Contribution to Wild Fisheries Reform through C.P.D & Science working groups
4. Provision of mapping data to SFCC members
5. Launch Science & Data Forum
6. Launch field data collection protocols using the Esri Collector Application
ACTION: SD to focus on these aims for the coming quarter.
5. Wild Fisheries Reform
JH outlined SFCC’s contribution to the reform consultation process and to the various working groups. Committee were content with SFCC’s contribution to date.

6. Finance
JH summarised finances to date highlighting the CEH river network as a major spend item which may be discounted this year. The scale reading course was also not budgeted for and the Scottish Government grant was also outstanding. Members discussed the value of shopping out SFCC work to other members or to universities.
ACTION: SD and JH to consider shopping out work where possible.

7. CEH river network dataset

SD outlined background info on the river network dataset which is due for renewal in August. The CEH network costs ~ £13,000 per year between MSS and SFCC. This year the new OS mastermap water network has been released and is the basis for the conservation regulations assessment. The OS Mastermap water network is the highest resolution water layer available in Britain and has taken many years to develop. In December SFCC also gained access to the new OS Open Rivers network (A stripped down version of the full mastermap network). SFCC have added Fisheries Trust and SEPA coding to it from the CEH network. The detailed Mastermap river network is now available to SFCC members through the One Scotland Mapping Agreement. The Conservation regulations system is built upon the OS network so this is the network the SFCC members should be using. 
ACTION: SFCC to cease purchase of the CEH contract in August 2016. SD to progress
AD also added that SEPA have generated catchments for points used in the fish classification model. 
ACTION: AD, SD to assess whether this may be made available to SFCC members.
8. AOB

JH raised a query about current and future use of SFCC electrofishing sites for WFD by SEPA.  AD stated that SEPA currently do not have the finances to purchase ef data from Trusts on a regular basis, meaning that SEPA have to take a pragmatic, rationalised approach to monitoring. SEPA are happy to receive ef data from Trusts for classification (which can be shared using the ef database). SEPA plan to hold workshops around Scotland to explain this and how it is used in the assessments. Single run and multi-run electrofishing data can be plugged in to the model. Members also enquired as to how this may align with the conservation regulations.
9. Raising Awareness of Current and Planned Work
Each attendee an impromptu summary of their current working activities.

Tweed: Focusing on assessment of potential flood impacts from December 2015. 
Spey: SNH contract for freshwater pearl mussel. Assessment of potential flooding impact on the river Avon catchment. 
Esk: River restoration in 2 sub-catchments through WEF funding. PIP project monitoring of last year’s restoration work. Tree planting project. 

Forth: Assessing the conversion of a rainbow trout fishery to a wild brown trout fishery with trout and pike.

Ayrshire:?

SEPA: EDNA projects highly successful at a cost of approximately £1000 per loch. There is a 12 hour time limit between sample and lab analysis. 

Marine Scotland policy: Kerrie provided a brief report of NASCO. 2019 is international year of the salmon and Kerrie is keen to push predation as a special session at NASCO. 

Marine Scotland Science: The Lab have identified a genetic marker to discriminate sex from scales and to differentiation between spring and late running fish. 
Achieving river level conservation regulations is the main focus of  work at present. Furthermore, work continues on aquaculture interactions, the SARF project and acoustic receivers at sea between the Hebrides and mainland. 

Members enquired as to whether a state of the nation report is to be produced. There will be a report on spring salmon genetics at the biologists meeting. 

Date of next meeting = 1st week in October to coincide with MSLFBLG, subsequently agreed as October 6th

