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Guidance note 2/2020 

 

Coronavirus COVID-19 - Angling 
Date:  25 March 2020 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 

A number of Fisheries Management Scotland members have been in touch to ask whether fishing is 

included in the Government’s list of exercises permitted during the lockdown, or indeed whether all fishing 

should cease. The approach adopted by the UK and Scottish Governments is designed to prevent the 

spread of the virus, supporting and sustaining the NHS, and ultimately saving lives. 

https://www.gov.scot/news/effective-lockdown-to-be-introduced/ 

Ultimately, it is for individual proprietors to determine whether fishing can take place in accordance with 

the latest announcements. However, we do not consider that fishing is an essential activity, and, in most 

cases, it requires a degree of travel which could not be considered essential.  

It is our view that the fisheries management and angling communities should play a full part in this greater 

societal commitment, and therefore it is the strong recommendation of Fisheries Management Scotland 

that we should refrain from fishing during the lockdown period.  

We will review this position in three weeks’ time as the Government position is reviewed.  

As we have previously advised, we are seeking specific information from the Scottish Government across a 

range of issues, including financial support and enforcement activity. In the meantime, please see the 

following announcement: 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-1-billion-business-support-fund-opens/ 

 

 
 
 
Alan Wells - 07557 133455 
Brian Davidson - 07584 484602 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/effective-lockdown-to-be-introduced/
https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-1-billion-business-support-fund-opens/

