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Scottish Wild Salmon Strategy

• Programme for Government Commitment 
2019/20

• Two stage process: High level strategy + 
detailed Implementation Plan

• Advisory Group provided key input to shape

• Success reliant on cross-government, business 
and charity collaboration



“There is now significant 
evidence showing that 
populations of Atlantic 
salmon are at crisis point 
and we must now 
reinvigorate our collective 
efforts to ensure a positive 
future for the species”

Mairi Gougeon MSP, 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs and Islands



Scotland’s wild Atlantic salmon populations are flourishing and an 
example of nature’s recovery. We will achieve this through the 

application of best-practice science and management

A Vision for Wild Salmon



Strategic Objectives

3. The environmental and 
socio-economic benefits 
arising from healthy wild 

Atlantic salmon populations 
are identified and maximised.

1. Scotland’s rivers have 
healthy, self-sustaining 

populations of wild Atlantic 
salmon that achieve good 

conservation status. 

2. Wild salmon management is 
evidence-based and 

underpinned by integrated 
data gathering, research and 

dissemination.





Marine Scotland 
Science Research 

Programme

Science 
supported by

Scottish 
Government

Charities

Research 
Councils

Industry

Current Science 
Projects include:

Salmon stock 
assessments

Sea lice monitoring

Pressures 
assessments

Scottish river 
temperature 

monitoring network

Continued investment in this science is 
necessary to provide evidence to support 

policies to protect and restore salmon

Building an evidence base through 
coordinated scientific research and 
monitoring 



Wider Scottish Government Priorities

• SG & SGP - ‘Bute 
House Agreement’

– Natural Environment 
Bill

– Biodiversity Strategy
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