
Diseases: Skin lesions, abnormal behaviour

Parasites: Gill damage, visible parasites

Invasive Species: Pink salmon,  
signal crayfish, mink, invasive plants

Check: Remove mud, plants and animals 
from gear after use

Clean: Wash with hot water or disinfectant  
if possible

Dry: Dry thoroughly - some threats survive 
in damp gear for weeks

Supported by
Marine Fund Scotland

WATCH OUT

KEEP IT CLEAN

MAKE A REPORT

Scotland's wild Atlantic salmon are endangered. 
Help protect them from diseases, parasites and 
invasive species

Spot a threat?   
Scan the QR code to 
report and learn more



While you’re on the river, you can play a 
crucial role in safeguarding them from the 
threats of diseases, parasites, and invasive 
species. Once these threats take hold,  
they become very difficult to eliminate.

INVASIVE SPECIES:
Invasive non-native species  
like pink salmon, signal crayfish,  
American mink or invasive  
plants damaging local habitats 

PARASITES:
Small visible parasites on 
fish, gill damage, or signs 
of stress and weakness

DISEASE:
Visible skin growths,  
lesions, or inflammation 
and abnormal behaviour  
in fish 

WHAT SHOULD I WATCH OUT FOR?  

HOW CAN I AVOID ACCIDENTAL SPREADING? KEEP IT CLEAN

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I SPOT SOMETHING?

Check your equipment,  
boat, and clothing after leaving  

the water for mud, aquatic  
animals or plant material.  
Remove anything you find  

and leave it at the site

Clean everything thoroughly  
as soon as you can, paying  

attention to areas that are damp  
or hard to access. Use hot  

water if possible 

Dry everything 
for as long as you can before 

using elsewhere as some invasive 
plants and animals can 

survive for over two weeks
in damp conditions

Scan the QR Code to learn  
how to identify these threats,  
make a report, and find out more 
information about their spread.

Report any signs  
of disease, parasites,  
or invasive species  
using our app 

Scotland’s wild Atlantic
salmon are endangered

CHECK CLEAN DRY
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 Species Initiative

Sco ttish Invasive

Red Skin Disease Giant HogweedAmerican Skunk Cabbage

Pink Salmon Himayalan balsamJapanese knotweed

Saprolegnia American MinkSignal Crayfish
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Pink salmon are silver in colour while 
at sea and upon first entering fresh 
water, but they transition to olive 
green or brown hue as they remain 
in fresh water

Mature females do not have a characteristic 
humped back and are harder to distinguish 
from Atlantic salmon. The colour of females 
changes to olive green once in freshwater.

Large black oval 
spots on the tail

Much smaller 
scales than native 
Atlantic salmon

Black mouth 
and tongue

Pink salmon is an invasive non-native 
species of fish that grows mainly at sea 
but spawns in fresh water. They have 
now become well established in the 
North Atlantic, and the number of pink 
salmon recorded in Scottish rivers has 
increased significantly since 2017. 

These fish could be a major threat to  
native biodiversity and should not be in 
our rivers. The potential impact of pink 
salmon in Scotland is being carefully  
assessed as new information emerges. 

Black mouth
and tongue

Much smaller 
scales than native 
Atlantic salmon

40-50 cm in length

Large black 
oval spots 
on the tail

Fisheries Management Scotland 
(FMS) is working with partners to 
monitor pink salmon, and we need 
your help

PINK SALMON 
SHOULD NOT BE  
IN OUR RIVERS.  
REPORT IT.
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HOW TO RECOGNISE A PINK SALMON

LEARN MORE MAKE A REPORT

Scan the QR code 
for more information 
and to view our  
interactive map

You can report on the 
FMS mobile app by 
scanning the QR code

Mature males have a 
characteristic humped back

Pink salmon are silver in colour while 
at sea and upon first entering fresh 
water, but they transition to olive 
green or brown hue as they remain 
in fresh water

Mature females do not have a characteristic 
humped back and are harder to distinguish 
from Atlantic salmon. The colour of females 
changes to olive green once in freshwater.
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