
Pink salmon is an invasive non-native species of fish that 
grows mainly at sea but spawns in fresh water. They have 
now become well established in the North Atlantic, and 
the number of pink salmon recorded in Scottish rivers  
has increased significantly since 2017. 

These fish could be a major threat to native biodiversity  
and should not be in our rivers. The potential impact of  
pink salmon in Scotland is being carefully assessed as  
new information emerges.

Fisheries Management 
Scotland (FMS) is working 
with partners to monitor 

pink salmon, and we need 
your help

Supported by
Marine Fund Scotland

HOW TO RECOGNISE A PINK SALMON

LEARN MORE MAKE A REPORT

Scan the QR code for 
more information

Scan the QR code to 
make a report

Black mouth
and tongue

Much smaller 
scales than native 
Atlantic salmon

40-50 cm in length

Large black 
oval spots 
on the tail

Mature males have a characteristic humped back.  
Mature females do not have a characteristic humped 
back and are harder to distinguish from Atlantic salmon. 
The colour of females changes to olive green once  
in freshwater.

PINK SALMON 
SHOULD NOT BE 
IN OUR RIVERS.
REPORT IT. 
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